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SUB J : MESSAGE OF GREETING TO PRESIDENT H. KAMAZU BANDA 

SINCE VISIT OF THEN ASST. SEC. EASUM IN NOVEMBER, 1974. NO SENIOR 
USG OFFICIAL HAS VISITED MALAWI ALTHOUGH MANY HAVE VISITED ALL HER 
NEIGHBORS. VARIOUS GOM OFFICIALS HAVE BEEN GRUMBLNG ABOUT THIS FACT 
FOR OVER A YEAR ALTHOUGH QUIETLY AND POLITELY. ABOUT TEN DAYS AGO 
GOM BECAME AWARE FROM DRAFT FLIGHT PLAN THAT FONSEC OWEN AND 
YOURSELF MIGHT BE OVERNIGHTING IN BLANTYRE AND THEREWAS 
IMMEDIATE TALK OF PUTTING YOU UP IN SPECIAL RESIDENCE INCLUDING PRES. 
BANDA'S SANJICA PALACE AND OF 

STATE DINNER IN YOUR HONOR. UNDOUBTEDLY BANDA WAS DISAPPOINTED THAT 
THIS POSSIBLITY HAS NOT MATERIALIZED. 

1 THINK IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO OUR RELATIONS, AND I WOULD BE 
MOST APPRECIATIVE, IF YOU WOLD BE PREPARED TO SEND HIM A MESSAGE 
ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES: (MY BRITISH COLLEAGUE, HIGH COMMISSIONER 
SCOTT, IS MAKING A SIMILAR SUGGESTION TO FONSEC OWEN) 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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I DEEPLY REGRET THAT MY TIME SCHEDULE AND THE DEMANDS OF 
THE CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS TO BRING ABUT THE PARTICIPATION OF 
ALL CITIZENS IN THE OVERNMENT OF ZIMBABWE HAVE MADE IT IM- 
POSSIBLE FOR ME TO VISIT MALAWI AND CALL ON YOU TO PAY MY RE- 
PECTS. YOUR RECORD AS ONE OF THE ORIGINAL LEADERS OF AFRICAN 
INDPENDENCE IS WELL KNOWN TO ME AS IS YOUR STEADFAST POSITION, 

WHICH WE SHARE, IN SUPPORT OF NEGOTIATION AND DIALOG, RATHER 
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THAN VILOENCE, AS THE WAY TO RESOLVE THE PROBLEM WE FACE TODAY 
IN SOUTHERN AFRICA. I HOPE ONE DAY I MAY BE ABLE TO VISIT YOUR 
FAIR COUNTRY WHOSE ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT AND PROGRESS IS A TRI 
BUTE TO YOUR LEADERSHIP. RESPECTFULLY. 

AS YOU MAY KNOW BANDA LIVED INTHE U.S. FOR ABOUT 12 YEARS AND 
GRADUATED FROM WILBERFORCE, U. OF CHICAGO AND MEHARRY MEDICAL COLLEGE 
HE HAS WARM FEELINGS TOWARD THE U.S. AND MALAWI HAS PROBABLY THE 
BEST RECORD OF ANY AFRICAN COUNTRY IN SUPPORTING OUR POSITIONS IN 
THE UNGA. ADMITTEDLY BANDA IS A DESPOT WHO WILL NOT TOLERATE THE 
SIGHTEST QUESTIONING OF HIS WISDOM OR AUTHORITY. BUT HE IS GENERALLY 
LIKED AND 

SUPPORTED BY THE VAST MAJORITY OF HIS SUBJECTS.ALSO, RE HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN THE PAST SIX MONTHS ALMOST ALL POLITICAL DETAINEES HAVE 
BENN RELEASED AS WELL AS JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES. 

I MUST CALL ON BANDA ON TUESDAY, AUG. 30. TO TAKE UP A MATTER 
OF SOME IMPORTANCE TO OUR NATIONAL INTEREST AND IT WOULD THEREFORE 
BE ESPECIALLY HELPFUL IF I MIGHT BRING HIM YOUR GREETINGS ON 
THIS OCCASION. I WOULD ALSO NOTE THAT SEVERAL TIMES IN RECENT MONTHS 
HE HAS INDICATED TO ME HIS INTEREST IN YOUR EFFORTS TO BRING ABOUT 
NEEDED CHANGE IN SOUTHER AFRICA, AND IN YOU PERSONALLY.STEVENSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC COMMUNICATIONS, VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 28-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LILONG01409 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770322-0405 
Format: TEL 
From: LILONGWE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977081 5/aaaaalza. tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 8fd4df51-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1457232 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MESSAGE OF GREETING TO PRESIDENT H. KAMAZU BANDA SINCE VISIT OF THEN ASST. SEC. EASUM IN NOVEMBER, 1974, NO 
SENIOR USG OFFICIAL HAS VISITED MALAWI A LTHOUGH MANY HAVE 
TAGS: OVIP, PDIP, Ml, (YOUNG, ANDREW), (BANDA, H KAMUZU) 

To: PRETORIA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8fd4df51-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



